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PNC Potential Natural Community
PRIA Public Rangeland Improvement Act
RAC Resource Advisory Council
RMP Resource Management Plan
ROD Record of Decision
ROW Right-of-Way
RPM Reasonable and Prudent Measures
R&PP Recreation and Public Purposes
SHPO State Historic Preservation Officer
SMA Special Management Area
TCP Traditional Historic Properties
T&E Threatened and Endangered
TGA Taylor Grazing Act
TUP Temporary Use Permits
VOP Value of Production
WA Wilderness Area
WHA Wildlife Habitat Area
WSA Wilderness Study Area
USDI United States Department of the Interior
USFWS U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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CONVERSIONS

Length

mm/25.4 =  inches
cm/2.54 =  inches
meters x 3.28 =  feet

Area

hectares x 2.47 =  acres
square kilometers x .386 =  sq. miles
1 section is approximately 640 acres and/or 1 sq. mile

Temperature

degrees Celsius x 1.8 +32 = degrees Fahrenheit
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SUMMARY

This statewide resource management plan amendment numbers of livestock are not expected for any of the
statement environmental impact documents the effects alternatives because adjustments have been made over
of adopting standards for public land health and time through the BLM Rangeland Monitoring Program. 
guidelines for livestock grazing management on Bureau In the short term, some allotments would increase
of Land Management (BLM)-administered lands in New livestock numbers while others may be adjusted
Mexico.  The standards and guidelines would be downward.  Statewide, the numbers are expected to
incorporated into eight BLM resource management remain at approximately the past 10-year average for all
plans that cover approximately 13.5 million acres.  In alternatives.  In the long term, livestock use is expected
addition, for each alternative there are existing land use to increase as the rangelands improve in health and the
decisions that are not in conformance with the standards forage production increases.
that would be changed to bring them into conformance.

The action is proposed in accordance with revised Action (Present Management) Alternative would
regulations for livestock grazing on BLM-administered continue land management and livestock grazing
lands.  Standards describe conditions needed for healthy practices that BLM was using prior to the passage of the
sustainable public rangelands and relate to all uses of current grazing regulations approved on February 22,
the public lands.  They provide the measure of resource 1995.  These practices cannot be continued under the
quality and functioning condition upon which the public current regulations; however, an analysis is provided to
land health will be assessed.   Each standard will be serve as a base for analysis of the other three
most effective if it can be tailored for site-specific alternatives.
activities that occur in different areas.  However, by
incorporating the standards into the existing resource The Resource Advisory Council Alternative (Proposed
management plans, all activities will be subject to the Action) was developed by the New Mexico Statewide
standards.  In order to measure the effectiveness of each Resource Advisory Council (RAC).  The RAC members
standard in specific areas, a set of measurable indicators were from various parts of the State and represented
and associated criteria were identified for each site- various uses and interests in the public lands.  During
specific situation.  These indicators and criteria were the development process, they received a great deal of
used to evaluate the standards in relation to activities input from the public. While the RAC Alternative
that occur in different areas.  The analysis identified that blends human dimension, physical biological goals and
most activities will be minimally affected by the values, it also provides a separate standard for human
standards.  The most affected activity will be livestock dimension goals and values.  This alternative provides
grazing. the most positive economic return to the livestock

Guidelines for livestock grazing are management tools,
methods, strategies, and techniques designed to The County Alternative is proposed by the New Mexico
maintain or achieve standards.  Guidelines for other members of the Coalition of Arizona/New Mexico
activities are not a part of the proposal but may be Counties.  This alternative provides for a balance in
developed at a later date. each standard between the human dimension and

Of the 2,193 grazing allotments, it is projected that alternative focuses on insuring that historic grazing
between 287 to 480 allotments (a relatively small practices are maintained, and provides the most positive
percentage) would not meet the standards, depending on economic return to the livestock permittees in the short
the alternative.  Of the allotments not meeting the term.   
standards, the majority would have to adjust the
management of their livestock to some extent.  The most The Fallback Alternative was developed as part of the
common management adjustment would be a current grazing regulations published in 1995.   The
deferment from grazing period, or a change in season of Fallback Standards and Guidelines are now in place on
use.  In a few cases, a reduction in livestock numbers an interim basis pending completion of the analysis and
would be needed; however, large scale reductions in Record of Decision.  This alternative does not include

Four alternatives were analyzed in detail.  The No-

permittees for the long term.

physical and biological values and goals.  The
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human dimension standards.  Rather, it focuses on the
physical and biological goals and values and is the most
environmentally proactive.  As a result, the Fallback
Alternative provides the least economic return to the
permittees in the short term and long term. 


